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Ms. Doris Caldwell Rhoades, our 2nd Chief Executive,
died on 19" March, 2016 at the age of 97. She was
in the presence of loving family and friends at Pilgrim
Place in Claremont, where she had been a resident
since 1992.

She was born in 1918 on the Caldwell Homestead, a dairy farm
in central Pennsylvania, to Frank and Elizabeth Caldwell. She
was the eldest of four daughters. Nurtured in the Presbyterian
Church, she was early on inspired to commit her life to serving
disenfranchised people.

After earmning a master's degree in social work, she was called
to service in China by the Board of Foreign Missions of the
Presbyterian Church. In 1947, she set sail to China from San
Francisco. Once there she studied Mandarin and went to work
in the rural province of Soochow, but within six months she was
‘liberated” by young soldiers of the Red Army and the Church
Workers' Training Center was closed.

In 1951, Ms. Rhoades returned to the United States where
she did graduate study at Cornell University and became the
director of Christian education in the Presbyterian Church in
Dobbs Ferry, New York. Still, she longed to return to China.
When in 1957, she was asked to work with Chinese refugees in
Hong Kong, her first reaction was, ‘No, | don't want to work in a
colony.” As she mulled it over, however, she realised that those
she would be serving wanted to return to China as badly as she
did. She agreed to go for ‘a year or two’ and ended up staying
for 26 years.

Ms. Rhoades was sent to replace Miss Muriel Boone as the 2nd
Chief Executive of Christian Family Service Centre in 1957 and
dedicated herself to the Agency's development until 1983. During
her 26 years tenure, Ms. Rhoades has laid a solid foundation for
the development of the Agency by providing material assistance
to refugees, proactively addressing the needs of the grassroots
and striving to carry out various new services.

A 1957 F o BELAZLTHRIR

> HERFEEMAEEREANE

BRXTHEBEFNE  —HE2REFERS
R O IBIREIR BB R » BB T EARE
ARE  wEEES R ARBEHHK

HEENE R1972F 7 ARIAIBBEFEES
—EHE -

= il I (L

N 1957, Ms. Rnoades was sent
to take up Miss Muriel Boone's
duties.
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Ms. Rhoades and service users
taking photo in the garden of
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Ms. Rhoades actively participated in the congregation of
Mandarin Church, The Church of Christ in China during her
ministry in Hong Kong. She cared for the mutual development
among the sisters, inspired personal development of youths and
lead people in the suffering world to understand the love of God.
Ms. Rhoades was ordained as a deacon of the 3rd Committee
of Mandarin Church, The Church of Christ in China in July 1972.
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After retiring in 1984, Ms. Rhoades returned to New York,
where she took a part-time job with the Vocation Agency of the
Presbyterian Church. There in late 1986, after several years of
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Rhoades, director of Agricultural Mission, related to the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. They were married on
3 January, 1988.

She later recalled that, ‘My new family is quite different from my
large Hong Kong family, but no less interesting.” At the spry and
youthful age of 70, Ms. Rhoades became the loving and dearly
adored ‘mother’ to Benton'’s four children and ten grandchildren.
During their years together at Pilgrim Place they added to their
family twelve great-grandchildren. Doris was a natural in her
various family roles.

She is survived by two of her three sisters, Marge and Peg, and
many adoring nieces and nephews. A memorial service was held
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* Article: Courtesy of Claremont Courier / ‘Obituaries’ — Friday, 25" March, 2016 with supplementary information by Christian Family
Service Centre and Mandarin Church, The Church of Christ in China.
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A memorial service of Ms. Rhoades was held on 7" May, 2016 in Mandarin Church, The Church of Christ in China and
CFSC for us to gather and mourn the loss of Ms. Rhoades. On the service, our Board Chairman, Mr. Nicholas Chiu
Sai-chuen, BBS, MBE, JP, recalled the long and close relationship of CFSC and Ms. Rhoades and commended Ms.
Rhoades for her effort in providing material assistance to refugees, proactively addressing the needs of the grassroots
and striving to carry out various new services, whereby laid a solid foundation for the development of our multi-services.
When Ms. Rhoades returned to Hong Kong in 2004 to join our 50th Anniversary Celebration Dinner and gave speech at
the dinner, Mr. Chiu personally experienced her enthusiastic and curious about our services, as well as her passion and
concem for others.
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